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The information in this consent form, as well as discussions with your physicians and other
members of the transplant team, along with written material from the program, is intended to give
you the information necessary to assist you in making an informed decision regarding the risks of
liver transplantation.

Please ask questions about anything that you do not understand. You are free to change your mind
and withdraw your consent at any time prior to the transplant.

You will be evaluated to determine the medical appropriateness of a transplant. The evaluation
consists of the following tests and procedures. Your transplant team will share the results of your testing with you.

Blood tests will help determine the extent and/or cause of your liver disease. Other tests performed
will be blood type for organ matching and screening for the immunity or presence of specific
viruses, including HIV.

A chest x-ray helps your physician rule out pneumonia and identify any problems with your lungs.
A urine test is used to screen for the presence of drugs and alcohol in your system.

An echocardiogram and EKG will show how well your heart is beating and the function of your
heart valves. This will assist your physicians in deciding if your heart function is strong enough for
transplant surgery.

An ultrasound of your liver and abdomen helps assess the circulation to your liver.

A CT Scan or an MRI determines the extent of disease, the presence of any tumors and verifies the
circulation to your liver.

The following tests are sometimes needed to complete your evaluation:

A liver biopsy is a procedure which may be requested by your transplant physician. During a liver
biopsy a needle will be used to remove a tiny portion of your liver. This is an outpatient procedure.
A microscope examination will provide information to your physicians regarding the nature and
severity of your disease.

Pulmonary function tests may be required, especially if you are a smoker or have a history of
lung disease. This is a breathing test to analyze your lung capacity.

You will meet with members of the transplant team in the transplant clinic as part of the education
and evaluation process. The transplant Social Worker will meet with you to evaluate your ability to
cope with the stress of transplantation and assess your ability to follow a rigorous treatment plan.

Some patients will require a more in-depth psychiatric evaluation and assessment by the
Transplant Psychiatrist.

Every patient meets with a Registered Dietician who performs a nutritional assessment and
provides education to patients.

All patients meet with the Financial Counselor who will discuss the costs associated with your
transplant and the cost of the medications you will require. They will work with you to understand
your insurance coverage. It is required that you arrange for payment of the costs that may not be
covered by insurance. You may not be able to undergo a transplant if you have not made
acceptable financial arrangements for payment when a suitable liver becomes available.
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